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Catholic Mutual extends sincere best wishes to St. Mary’s School

in celebrating its 60th Anniversary.
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Growth, change mark 60 years of history
he first eighth-grade graduating class from St.
Mary’s Elementary School consisted of two stu-
dents. This year, the school's 60th anniversary, will
have an 18-student graduating class.

Though the school has seen major changes through the years,
one thing remains constant – its commitment to providing the
best possible Catholic education.

The school’s origins date to the fall of 1945, just after World
War II.

Bellevue was experiencing its first population boom in
decades. St. Mary’s Catholic Church had a growing congrega-
tion of young Catholic families with children. It didn’t take
long for parish leaders to realize they needed a school.

That year, Father. Robert Garvey and members of the parish
community began making plans. A fund drive among parish-
ioners and a $40,000 loan kicked the $75,000 building project
into gear. Ground was broken Sept. 14, 1947, and construction
began in 1948.

Before the school opened, Father Garvey traveled to
Louisville, Ky., to recruit nuns to teach at the new school.
Three Dominicans – Sister Rosalia, Sister Mary Irmina and
Sister Joan Miriam -- arrived at the school eager to begin class-
es.

When St. Mary’s opened in late August 1948, it welcomed
96 students in kindergarten through eighth grades.

The students shared four classrooms, with multiple grades in
three of the rooms. 

Lunch periods were 10 minutes. Students saved their paper
lunch sacks. A nun would watch the garbage to ensure that no
food was thrown away. 

In less than a decade, enrollment grew so quickly that a four-
classroom building (the Marian Addition) was needed to
accommodate the increased student population.

Two years later, the convent was expanded to accommodate

additional Dominican sisters needed to keep pace with student
growth.

The parish and school continued to grow.
By 1959, enrollment had soared to 500 students, with a fac-

ulty of eight nuns and four lay teachers. The following year,
enrollment stood at 514 students. Facility expansions occurred
regularly. The largest was the Pope John XXIII Addition.

Completed in 1962, it included five classrooms, the princi-
pal’s office, the library, teacher’s lounge and two storage facili-
ties. 

The 1970s brought many changes. The most notable was
moving seventh- and eighth-graders to the lower level.

Former principal Jerry Ryan said student feedback led to the
change. The junior high students wanted their own space.

By 1974, most of the Dominican nuns had been replaced
with lay teachers.

Hot lunches were first served at St. Mary’s in 1978. Only six
metro-area Catholic elementary schools served hot lunch at the
time.

In 1981, the school purchased its first computer. Preschool
and extended day-care programs were initiated; foreign lan-
guage was introduced to the curriculum. Though two nuns
would be principals of St. Mary’s through the 1990s, the era of
Dominicans teaching at the school ended in the mid-1980s.

Through the years, the curriculum expanded to include class-
es in subjects such as Spanish, computing, physical education
and art.

Susan Gold, who came to St. Mary’s in 1981, said that as
soon as she walked through the door, she knew something was
special about the school. 

“I always looked forward to going to work because every day
is a different day when you’re working with children,” she said.

Growing up, she had attended Catholic schools in Chadron,
Neb., and came to think of them as a nurturing influence in her

life. Gold has since retired and serves as a substitute teacher.
Renovations to the convent in late 1985 added seven class-

rooms for religious education, two offices, a teacher’s lounge
and an extended day-care area. 

A playground was completed in August 1989 as part of a stu-
dent’s Eagle Scout project. 

By 1991, 294 students attended St. Mary’s. The old convent
was renovated for new classrooms. A major building project –
a computer lab, library, storage room, multipurpose gymnasi-
um and cafeteria called the Robert A. Garvey Addition --
began in 1993.

In 1995, green space was added between the original school
and the Marian Addition to soften the landscape and serve as
an educational area. 

The curriculum has expanded as student needs have changed.
By 1998 the school had 350 students and 10 classroom

teachers, with special classrooms for music, Spanish, comput-
ing, physical education, art and resources. In 1998 a storage
room was renovated into a science lab connected to the sev-
enth- and eighth-grade room.   

Electives, foreign language and art have expanded the cur-
riculum in the last five years, said Principal Bill Huben.

St. Mary’s junior high students can choose from five electives
-- art, drama, science, computing and speech.

This year, fourth- and fifth-grade students took part in a
robotics program funded by a grant that enabled the students to
build a robot for an April competition. 

Huben wants his students to be able to fall back on their faith
when faced with a moral dilemma.   

“Faith is very important,” Huben said. “But, at the same time,
they are part of the world. We want to prepare them so that
when they go into high school, when they go into college,
when they go into a career, they have the skills they need to
compete.”

A series of renovations and small construction projects 
gives the school a face-lift.  

Putting on a fresh face22000000ss::

Sister Joan Miriam
with former student Jim

Sautter at the 60th-
anniversary celebration

in April 2009.

The school
responds to 9/11
by locking all
entrance doors.
The entrances to
the school remain
locked at all times
to ensure student
safety. 

The school adopts new
Archdiocesan curriculum
standards. Students can
choose elective courses in
art, computing, drama, 
science and speech.

Guest teachers from
the Offutt Air Force
Base Language Lab
teach Farsi, Korean
and Chinese to fifth-
and sixth-graders. 

The Dominican Center
patio area and teacher’s
lounge are refurbished;
the art room is 
remodeled.

New equipment and spaces
include an art room, desks,
chairs, carpet, lockers, white
boards, playground equipment,
sick room, resource room,
Spanish room, overhead carts, 
projectors, air-conditioning
units in classrooms, and 
trophy cases upstairs and
downstairs.

Students
honor World 

War II veterans at
the annual Veterans

Day assembly

The 2002 trip to
the University of
Nebraska State

Museum in
LIncoln.

The school opens its
doors to foreign exchange

students through the Korean
American Foreign Exchange

Student Program.T


