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• 99% of graduates continue  
their education

• become someone of character 
• develop leadership skills

Faculty started small

The Robert A. Garvey Addition brings many solutions 
to update facilities and gives the school room to grow. 

Expanding the physical space11999900ss::

In 1998 eighth
grade students 

participate in a cap and
gown graduation 

ceremony.

Father Tom Ward
looks over plans for the

Robert A. Garvey 
addition, which was
completed in 1994.

A new computer
lab comes to the
Robert A. Garvey

Addition.

BY VALERIE CUTSHALL
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hen St. Mary’s Elementary School opened
in August 1948, three Dominican sisters
from Louisville, Ky., taught the school's first
students.

Since then, many teachers, principals and sisters have
come and gone, each leaving their mark on school history.

THE SISTERS
In the 1940s, with funding and building of St. Mary’s

Elementary School in progress, Father Robert A. Garvey
visited the Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters to arrange
faculty for the school. The Reverend Mother Margaret
Elizabeth, O.P., agreed to send three Dominican Sisters to
the school.

Sister Rosalia, Sister Irmina and Sister Joan Miriam
arrived in mid-August 1948 to prepare for the 96 students.

By 1959, Sister Mary Cecile oversaw day-to-day affairs at
St. Mary’s. As principal, she was in charge of the school’s 12
teachers and 450 students. Eight of the teachers were
Dominican sisters.

From 1948 to 1971, sisters served as principals.
By 1974, most of the nuns had left the school. Those who

remained moved to a more casual habit. The next time a sis-
ter would serve as principal was 1989, with Sister Dorothy
Rolf, N.D. 

The longstanding tradition of sister leadership ended with
Sister Regina Wagner, B.V.M., in 1998.

LAY TEACHERS
Lay teachers came relatively early in St. Mary’s history.
As enrollment grew and availability of sisters who could

teach decreased, the school sought lay teachers to fill the
void.

An August 1959 Bellevue Press article listed four lay
teachers as part of the faculty, along with eight sisters. Those

first lay teachers have been followed by many others.
Teachers are encouraged to advance their education by

enrolling in workshops, classes and conventions, allowing
them to stay current with teaching techniques.  

SUSAN GOLD, 1981 TO 2001, FIRST THROUGH FOURTH

GRADES

To teach etiquette and social skills, Gold used the
Snowball Dance. It began with a boy and girl dancing to
Debbie Boone’s “You Light Up My Life.”

When cued, the couple would break, with each member of
the couple asking another classmate to join them on the
dance floor. The dance was complete when every classmate
was paired up.

“Gold taught for more than 20 years,” said parent Therese
Hupf. “Her first allegiance was always to the students.”

Hupf grew up in the Catholic school system, as did her
husband. Sending their children to St. Mary’s was an easy
decision.

“My parents made sacrifices so I could go to a Catholic
school,” Hupf said. “I felt I could make those same sacri-
fices to give my children the best education I could.”

Gold is also known for her “quiet hat.”
Marion Lewis, a parent of nine St. Mary’s students, recalls

her children telling her about the quiet hat. When Gold
wears the hat, everyone knows it’s time to be quiet, because
she is working with another student.

Because of Gold's classroom rules, students learned man-
ners and respect for one another.

MARY LANGHORST, 1981 TO 2006, FIFTH GRADE

Hands-on learning was Mary Langhorst’s technique of
choice. 

Langhorst founded the “Wax Museum,” an activity that
brought history to life. Students would research a historical
figure, prepare a presentation and dress up like that person.

Students commonly said they learned everything they
needed to know because of Langhorst's out-of-the-box

teaching methods. “She put learning into application,” said
fellow teacher Becky Feagan.

Langhorst also worked hard to form a speech team.
Though St. Mary’s is a small school, Langhorst spent many
hours making sure it was a mighty competitor. Langhorst
devoted personal time to coaching, and joined her students
at competitions to encourage them.

The now-retired teacher also developed the Indian Village
project, in which students researched an Indian tribe’s cul-
ture, weapons and medicine, and formed an interactive vil-
lage.

MARY JANE SMITH, 1981 TO 2004, KINDERGARTEN

For 23 years, Mary Jane Smith was the first teacher stu-
dents interacted with at St. Mary’s. Smith saw many changes
at the school from the time she started. By the mid-1990s
Smith’s class went from half-day kindergarten to full-day.  

As the kindergarten teacher, she was able to start the
important task of taming overactive students. 

One way she made learning fun was by tricking the stu-
dents. Smith came up with the game ‘Steal the Bacon.” The
class would divide into two teams. Each team would line up
on opposite ends of the room. Smith would call out a num-
ber and two students would race to the middle of the room.
The first one to make it to the bacon was allowed to answer
Smith’s question first. 

“This game allowed them to learn without them knowing
it,” Smith said. “It was learning through play.”

Another activity Smith used each year was hiding a ginger-
bread cookie in the school and having the students search
for it. The students would go room to room searching for the
cookie. In the end, a fellow teacher would put the cookie
back in Smith’s room and the students enjoyed an afternoon
snack.

“Although the game was fun and everyone played along, it
was really meant for the students to acclimate themselves to
the school,” Smith said.  

By 1998, the school has
350 students, 10 teachers,
a library and classrooms 
dedicated to music,
Spanish, computing,
physical education, art,
science and resources. 

In 1991, enrollment 
decreases slightly, 
to 294 students.

An increase in religious-
education students
requires the school to
renovate the old 
convent into eight
classrooms and a
teacher's lounge. 

The Robert A.
Garvey Addition
includes a 
multipurpose room/
gymnasium, kitchen,
restrooms, storage
and boiler room. The
old gymnasium con-
verts to a new library
and computer lab. 

1998-1999
marks the 50th
anniversary of

the school.
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