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Congratulations

St. Mary�s School
 on your 60th Anniversary as a 
leader in Catholic Education

601 Chateau Dr. • Bellevue • 291-3033

• Adult & Junior Leagues
• Senior Bowling Wed. & Fri. Afternoons

• DJ Music - Thurs, Fri, Sat Nights
• Birthday & Private Parties

• “Red Pin Sweeper” Saturdays

Summer & Fall
Leagues Now

Forming!
• 32 Lanes
• Lounge
• Snack Bar
• Child Care

Congratulations on your
60 Year Anniversary!

COOK’S HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

1409 Main Street, Bellevue
291-4833 JOHN COOK / owner

The “Insurance Doctor” Makes House Calls

Call Bob “The Insurance Doctor” Today 657-2417

Bob Karcher
Agent

Focusing on Your
Insurance Needs!

• Auto 
• Home 
• Life
• Business 
• Supplemental
• Workers Compensation

Continuing to thrive

Computers in the classroom step up learning opportunities 
and change the way students are taught.

Technology and accreditation

Cheerleading
is still going

strong in 
the early
1980s.

The school 
continues its tradition

of fundraising for
those in need.

11998800ss::

BY PRINCIPAL WILLIAM HUBEN

pirituality is the cornerstone upon which
St. Mary’s School is built. 

The school year kicks off with a dedica-
tion ceremony to the patroness Mary. The

school developed a Marian prayer that students
recite daily and before assemblies. 

Students take part in weekly Masses. In October,
students recite the Rosary at church. 

As the Lenten period ends, sixth-graders partici-
pate in the Living Stations of the Cross. 

Students also develop and perform a prayer service
on Wednesday mornings during Advent and Lent.

St. Mary’s has worked diligently at complete
implementation of the standardized curriculum and
assessment standards established by the
Archdiocesan Catholic School Office. 

To make sure the new standards are met, St.
Mary’s purchased new textbooks and other reference
materials, and has piloted some of the subject areas
to ensure proper evaluation and refinement.

A few years ago, students who were not being
challenged in their grade-level math classes were
moved to the next grade level. The strategy allowed
a third of St. Mary’s students to advance to upper-
level math courses at Gross Catholic High School.

St. Mary’s continues to uphold the highest stan-
dards in curriculum and strives to add opportunities
for students. Sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders can
explore a variety of elective courses.

Those classes include:
Art – an in-depth study of famous artists. Students

do multiple projects that reflect the techniques of
these artists.

Computer – Projects range from building Web

sites to using video, still photos and music to create
a DVD.

Drama – After learning acting techniques, stu-
dents prepare and perform a play at the annual
Knights of Columbus dinner theater.

Science – Each year it morphs into something dif-
ferent. Students have learned about structures from
engineers and studied weather with Global Weather
Command from Offutt Air Force Base.

Speech – After preparing duet acting, impromptu
and other speech forms, students take part in the
Skutt, Marian and Mercy High School competitions.

In the last three years, a student from St. Mary’s
has placed in the top 100 in the state in the State
Geography Bee at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha. In 2008 a student placed fourth in the state.
This year a student placed 12th.

In this year’s Wits Clash competition at Gross
Catholic High School, students placed first and
third. 

Other competitions have included spelling bees, a
math contest, art contests and the Catholic
Daughters Poetry/Essay and Art competition.

Service projects are another area of interest. This
year the school hit its goal to collect more than 1
million pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House.

Other drives and projects include the Bellevue
Food Pantry, Gifts for Troops, Advent Angel Tree
gifts, Linus Blanket Project, Socks and Mittens,
Pennies for Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and
Pennies for Peace.

Whether excelling in an upper-level class or pro-
viding clothes to the needy, students at St. Mary’s
understand the importance of faith and the role it
plays in their lives.

In 1989, a foreign- 
language program and
a school counselor
become part of St.
Mary’s, under the 
direction of Sister
Dorothy Rolf.

During the 1980s, technology
and curriculum additions
include a preschool program
and several Apple computers
and printers.

During the 1984-85
school year, only two
nuns remain at 
the school.

In 1986, St. Mary's
offers extended 
day-care services.

Sisters as principals
Sister Rosalia, O.P. 1948-1954
Sister M. Annuciata, O.P. 1954-1957
Sister Mary Cecile, O.P. 1957-1964
Sister Caroline, O.P. 1964-1968
Sister Miriam Patricia 1968-1971
Sister Dorothy Rolf, N.D. 1989-1996
Sister Regina Wagner, B.V.M. 1996-1998

Sisters as teachers
Sister Rosalia, O.P.
Sister M. Annuciata, O.P.
Sister Mary Cecile, O.P.
Sister M. Monica, O.P.
Sister David Marie, O.P.
Sister Joan Miriam, O.P.
Sister M. Agnella, O.P.
Sister Irmina, O.P.
Sister Thomasella, O.P.
Sister Joan Michael, O.P.
Sister M. Otho, O.P.
Sister M. Athanasia, O.P.
Sister M. Adelaide, O.P.
Sister M. Robertina, O.P.
Sister James Ann, O.P.
Sister M. Gertrude, O.P.
Sister M. Casimir, O.P.
Sister Francis Dominic, O.P.
Sister Marian Joseph, O.P.
Sister Mary Bede, O.P.

Those who served

In 1981, Principal
Rosemary Papa-Lewis 
purchases the school’s

first computer. 

S

The first yearbook publishes
in 1982.  The cost is $3. 

A playground is
added behind the
school in 1989. 


