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1970s: Coming into its own

Seventh- and eighth-grade classes move downstairs,

uniforms are altered and hot lunch is served!

By 1972, enrollment climbs to 283
students for first through eighth
grades. The school staffs 10 full-time
teachers, one half-day religion
teacher, one full-time teacher aide, 10
volunteer part-time librarians, one
part-time music/art teacher, one full-
time and one part-time custodian, one
full-time secretary, a principal and 10
volunteer mothers who helped
supervise lunch and playground hour.

Students eat sack
lunches at their desk
instead of on the gym
floor. Milk also is
available for 10 cents
a carton.

Hot lunch is
introduced in
1978.
Uniforms change

to the plaid style.
Skirts are
introduced,
offering flexibility

By 1974 most of
the sisters still at St.
Mary’s have changed

to a casual habit. The first school
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Each decade in St. Mary’s School history builds upon the first,

linking students, achievements, milestones and memories.

Father
Robert A.
Garvey

Sept. 14, 1947 — Ground is
broken for St. Mary’s School.
George Rushart donates 11
lots and sells the 12th to St.
Mary’s, which provides a full
city block for the new
school.

In 1949
St. Mary’s graduates
its first class of eighth-
graders. The class
consists of two
students.

A view of the
back of St. Mary’s
School during
construction.
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Congratulations St. Mary’s on 60 years!
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